SeasorB ¢ Part 3. Westwards into the Rust Belt.
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Sa31.10.2015day 1110n the road again

We got off a bit later than we wanted to. We had a W&Bhower fixed up for the nightith Tracy and

Joannein Princeton Wehad to do about 90 km. Going was tough, especially round Newark traffic, roads

and also Neighborhoods were really bad. Right on a very busy-Mulé road had a puncture. This is

no. 3 and it istarting to be routine.We pulled up at a Truck Stop afixed the hole. It was caused by a

bit of glass in the tire and was easy to fix. A very friendly Indian guy who was driving a truck came up to

dza F2NJ I OKI Gd ¢dzNya 2dzi KS fABSR Ay CNARO2dzZNH T2 N
links with Switzerland! Before we left he gave us a bunch of energy drinks ashyeagifts. Again a very

nice person we meet!

Eventually we made it out into the leafy suburbs. Roads and traffic got far better. We toasted some
bagels in a parkThe bike ride gateally nice outside of Princeton. There was a bike trail running all
along a canal through the forest. Finally made it to our WarmShower host8acy and Joanne in
Princeton just about as it was getting dafthey were absolutely great, as was their dagery funny
Portuguese Waterdog. Apparently these dogs are bred to work on fishing boats and will go and fetch
fish or nets or other stuff that fell overboard.

It wasHalloween, Tracy and Joanne had carved Mr. MEte New York Bahall team that losthe

World Sries to the Kansas Royales) and Donald Trump Pumpkins. And while we sat there eating, the
doorbellrang again and again and all sorts of kids, all dressed up, turned up for candy. My favorite
Oz2aldzyS o6l a aakKSSLXE o IteandhaipairbfSvhite gaintuffs. Afteér Wdnderfup S I NA& vy 3
fish dinner, Tracy took us out for some ice creams in Princeton.
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Sul.11.2015day 112 Another warm shower night

We headed off more or less early after porridge breakfast and went straight togd®simto have a look
around the college campus. Apparently it is one of the oldest in the USA and the campus building was
the biggest building in the USA at that time. But it certainly is an impressive campus with great
architecture and they also seem talte care that the ivy prominently grows up all facadefser that we
stopped by the local café to get organized for the next leg. Washington crossing was nice and we had a
quick stop there by the river. We cooked lunch (spaghetti) in Doylestown rightieutse museum. It

was sunny and warm with a beautiful autumn atmosphere. We did a quick pit stop in Starbucks and
headed off for our hosts for the night, Barbara and George. When we got there we found that there was
also Winston and Sky, two labs, Dorgiaddden retriever and a standard poodialled JamieThe two

were again absolutely great. They had 8 kids, all grown and left house and were not volunteering for
Seeing Eye, an organization that trains dogs for the blind. They were planning to operlarh8suth
Carolina next spring. | really hope that when | am getting on for 70 | will also have so much energy and
be so full of plans. They cooked pizza for us and dessert was a splendid chocolate cake. We are really
being spoilt by our Warm Shower hekSuch a great organization!
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Mo 2.11.2015day 113Craig and Marybeth, Ella, Alayna and Duchess.

The next day was just a very short hop over tmE¥®A, where Craig, Marybeth and their kids Ella and
Alayna and Duchess the deapme morefriends of our familylive. We arrived for lunchnd pretty soon

it wasclear that we wouldalsobe spending the night therégain this turned out to be an utterly
fantastic stay They live iran enormous house that is very tastefully decoratea very nice
neighborhood. Craignd Marybethtook the whole day off to spend time with us and we chatted, did a
bit of organizational stuff on the computer, finally had dinner and chatted some rideewere very
impressed by the two girls. Such nicdskand absolutely amazing what sort of an extra scholar program
they have.
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Tu3.11.2015day 1149 +AaA G G2 /NI A3 YR alNEoSOIKQa O
K 2

The plan for next day was to load the bikes intovaeand visit NI A3 'y R al NBEoSi
they have beemunning for more than 20 years now.

My trailer went into thevanwithout problems and the bike rack was ready. However, Marybeth found

that there was a nail in the tire of the car! So aftensulting all options with the garaglee decision

was finallytakento rent a car, put the liies and trailer in the rentalt Was a huge Chetuburban so

everything fitted without problemsln retrospect | am really grateful that they went to all this trouble

for us, as visiting the factory was a real eye openenfe.| was really impressed by the set up and even

more impressed by their courage¢m allinand dz& | O2Y LI} yé& R2Ay3 &a2YSGKAyYy3
much about at the time and work hard to make it succes$fuvas interesting to hear the whole

procedure d evaluatingthe company and others as wékkfore finally deciding to take the plungilso

impressive to hear how after the good years in the 90ties and 00s they had to fight during the crash of

2007, 2008 It must have been gerrible time, having to I& off staff, working day and night trying to

make businessot knowing if the company would make it or not. Anyway, the good news seems to be,

that things are ticking along pretty well at the momdnty R & KS& 0 2 atiher rél&gfQid aSSY NJ

We said ougoodbyes and headed off, stopping for a quiigkch in DDs. This time the bagels were
actually not all that bad! I think the trick is to tell them not to put too much butter on them.
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We were planning to go to Lancaster and maybe on to York, hoping to seeo$tineeAmish culture on

the way. | found myself so deep in thoughts from the experiené¢ke lastdays G Kl & L RARYy Qi
notice where we were going, let alone look out for Amish. Lancaster did not make a good impression on

us. There were very funnyaracters hanging round town. We went to the central market wheee th

Amish sell their produce to gebmething for lunch. We eat in front of McDonalds as there was no good

place to sitand we soordecided to head on towards York. There were plenty of Ngota the route

and we figured we were sure to find one. It turned out to be more difficult than we thought. The first

one we stopped at was full and | also would not have liked to stay there. The couple running it looked as

if they came straight out of horror movie with brown rotting teeth. No doubt former Crystal Meth

consumers.

We pushed on in the dark, which was also not very pleasant and finally found a place in York run by an
Indian couple for 50$. It was nice and clean and perfect for us. Wefaektexican food, that was not

so very good and then on for coffee and internet. Back in the hotel Siria fell asleep immediately and |
stayed up watching Donald Trump on FOX news. Scary!! | know why Tracy carved a Donald Trump
Pumpkin.
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We4.11.2015day 115Down to Gettysburg

We headed out, went shopping and made a Misli outside the supermarket. Funny how with time you
getless choosy as to where to edlfe then rode on towards Gettysburg. It was extremely warm and we
were wearing shortsrad Tee shirt. After about 50km we stopped at a lovely spot beside a river and
toasted some bagels for lunch. We arrived in in Gettysburg quite early and ambled around the town
center. It is a very nice little town, but completely ruined by traffie hada delicious coffee and sat on

a bench doing nothing much. We also had a quick FaceTime sessidn AvibA | ®drena, which S NJ
was fun and a chat with the local lawyer who was interested in our bikes.

Then we made the last few kilometers to the campifigey charged 35%. Camping in the US is

incredibly expensive. Good thing that this will be the last time we pay to spend the night for quite some
time! But it certainly was a nice place, right by the river with delicious warm showers and lots and lots of
space. We spent the evening playing the guitar and writing up this blog and crafileo a nice candle

lit tent.
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